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A��b���t�dy����an���

�ey, guys! It’s great to have you back on another great Bible 
adventure. We are on our way (Molly, Sam the great detec-
tive beagle, and me) to meet my Aunt Sherry in Hollywood, 

California. My name is Max. We are going to help out on the set of a 
brand-new television series that is being made on the Book of Daniel. 
Daniel is a very interesting, historical book in the Bible that shows 
us not only WHAT happened in the past, but also WHAT is going to 
happen in the future. Doesn’t that sound exciting?

WearegoingtouseGod’sscript,theBible,tofindoutWHOthemain
charactersareintheBookofDanielandWHAThappenstothemasGod’s
storyunfolds.HOWdoDanielandhisfriendshandledifficultsituations?
WHATlessonscanwelearnabouttrustingGodwhenbadthingshappen
tous?WHOhasvisionsanddreams?WHATdothesedreamsmean?And
WHOisincontrolofallDaniel’scircumstances?

Thisisgoingtobeoneawesometelevisionserieswithsomeunbelievable
special effects to capture these special dreams and events! You can take
partincreatingthisexcitingseriesbystudyingGod’sWord,theBible,the
sourceofalltruth,andbyaskingGod’sSpirittoleadandguideyou.You
alsohavethisbook,whichisaninductiveBiblestudy.Thatwordinductive
meansyougostraighttotheBibleyourself toinvestigatewhattheBookof
DanielshowsusaboutGodandHisplanforthefutureandayoungman
who is serious about God.
IninductiveBiblestudyyou
discover for yourself what
theBiblesaysandmeans.

Doesn’t that sound like
fun? Grab your script on
Danielaswetakealookinto
the past so we can film this
action-packedadventurethat
willtakeusintothefuture!

�h�ng����’��N��d
NewAmericanStandardBible(UpdatedEdition)—

preferablytheNewInductiveStudyBible(NISB)

 PenorPencil ADictionary

 ColoredPencils ThisWorkbook

 IndexCards
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�an���1
It’sgreattohaveyouhereinsunnyCalifornia!MollyandI

aresooooexcitedaboutthisnewBibleadventurewherewe’ll
get to help on a brand-new television series. Miss Leslie, the
producer of this series, is a friend of my Aunt Sherry, who
developedthecomicbookonthelifeofJosephcalledJoseph—
God’s Superhero.

MissLeslieaskedAuntSherrytocomeouttoCaliforniato
helphercreateanddirectthisfantastictelevisionseriesonthe
lifeofDaniel.Aren’tyouexcited?Notonlydowegettolearn
allaboutDanielandhowtobelikehim,butwealsogettolearn
howtocreateandshootatelevisionseries.Areyoureadytoget
started?Great!Thenlet’sheadovertothesetandstartreading
God’sscript.

 
��anth�����pt�

“Hey,guys,Iseeyoumadeit!”AuntSherrysaidwithasmile
aswewalkedontheset.“AreyoureadytostartstudyingGod’s
script,theBible?”

77

1

�EL�O�E�O�A��LON…
O��O�E�N-�A�I�AQ
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8 WE E K ON E

“Wesureare!”MaxrepliedashegaveAuntSherryahug.
“Great. Then grab your scripts and have a seat in those

chairs.”
“Look,Max,”Mollyexclaimed,“ourchairshaveournames

onthebackjustlikeinthemovies.”
“Thatissocool!”Maxsaidwithasmile.“Look,Sam!Aunt

Sherryevenhasachairjustforyou.”Samjumpedupintohis
chairandsatonhishauncheslookinglikeMr.Hollywood.Aunt
Sherry,Max,andMollycrackeduplaughing.“Okay,WHATis
the first thing you need to do before you open your script?”
askedAuntSherry.

“Pray,” Molly answered. “I’ll pray and then we can get
startedreadingourscript.”

Remember, Bible study should always begin with prayer.
WeneedtoaskGodtohelpusunderstandwhattheBiblesays
and todirectusbyHisHolySpirit, sowecanmakesurewe
understandHisWordandhandleitaccurately.

All right! Now that we have prayed, did you know that
Daniel is a book in the Bible that is both historical and
prophetic? Since you study history in school, you know that
history is about people and events. Prophecy is when God
revealstouswhatisgoingtohappeninthefuture.SeasonOne
(You’re a Brave Man, Daniel!) of our new television series will
focusonthehistoricaleventsinDaniel1–6,whileSeasonTwo

You'reaBraveMan.indd� 5/2/072:33:32PM



Welcome to Babylon…or Modern-Day Iraq 9

(Fast-Forward to the Future) onDaniel7–12 willshowuswhatis
goingtohappeninthefuture.Prettycool,huh?

Nowthatyouknowwhatourtelevisionseriesisgoingtobe
about,let’sscanourscripttomakesurewehavejusttheright
locationtobegintapingourtelevisionseries.Yourscriptisthe
ObservationWorksheetslocatedatthebackofthisbook.These
pageshavetheBibletextprintedoutforyoutouse.

Turntopage134.ReadDaniel1:1-2.Todiscoverthesetting
andcharactersforournewtelevisionseries,weneedtoaskthe
5W’sandanH.WHATarethe5W’sandanH?Theyarethe
WHO,WHAT,WHERE,WHEN,WHY,andHOWquestions.

1. Since this book is both a historical and prophetic book, 
asking WHO is very important. Asking WHO helps 
you find out:

WHO are the main characters?

WHO is this prophecy about?

WHO is involved?

2. WHAT helps you understand:

WHAT are the main events taking place?

WHAT is God telling you?

3. In any historical event, WHERE is very important. 
And in prophecy it is also important to know WHERE 
it happens.

WHERE helps you learn:

WHERE did something happen?

WHERE did they go?

WHERE was this said?

When we discover a WHERE, we double-underline 
the WHERE in green.
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10 WE E K ON E

4. WHEN tells us about time. We mark it with a green 
clock      or a green circle like this:     .

WHEN tells us:
WHEN did this event happen or WHEN is it going to 
happen?
WHEN is so very important in history and prophecy. It 
helps us follow the order of events.

5. Looking at history, WHY asks questions like:

WHY did this event happen?

Looking at prophecy, WHY asks:

WHY is God telling us this is going to happen?

6. HOW lets you figure out things like:

HOW did something happen?

HOW did the people react to what happens?

HOW is something going to happen in the future?

HOW does it come to pass?

Nowreadyourscriptandaskthose5W’sandanH.

Daniel 1:1 WHEN does this scene take place? Draw 
a green clock or green circle over this time phrase in 
Daniel 1:1 on page 134. Then circle the correct answer 
below.

a. the first year of the reign of Jehoiakim

b. the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim

c. the sixth year of the reign of Jehoiakim

WHO are two of the characters in our script?

___________________, king of _________________ and

___________________, king of ___________________

Look at the chart “The Rulers and Prophets of Daniel’s 
Time,” and circle the names of these two rulers.
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Welcome to Babylon…or Modern-Day Iraq 11

So WHERE are our two kings from?

Daniel 1:1 WHAT is the location of Jehoiakim, the king 
of Judah? WHERE does Nebuchadnezzar come to?

J __ __ __ __ __ __ __ m

Daniel 1:1-2 WHERE is King Nebuchadnezzar from?

King of B __ __ __ __ __ n, the land of ______________

650 640 630 620 610 600 590 580 570 560 550 540 530 520 510 500 490 480 470

THE RULERSAND PROPHETSOFDANIEL’S TIME

Daniel and His
Contemporary

Prophets
(Southern Kingdom)

Judah’s Last Kings
(Southern Kingdom)

Babylonian
and Medo-
Persian
Kings
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12 WE E K ON E

TolearnmoreaboutthespeciallocationKingNebuchadnez-
zarisfrom,takealookatthenotesofMissAnna,theproduc-
tionmanager,below.

BABYLON means “gate of God” and is one of the most impor-
tant cities in the ancient world.

Babylon is located east of the Euphrates River, 56 miles 
south of present-day Baghdad in Iraq. It is in the fertile 
plain of Mesopotamia between two rivers: the Tigris and the 
Euphrates. It lies near the Garden of Eden, near the cradle 
of civilization.

The first mention of this ancient city in the land of Shinar 
is found in Genesis 10–11. In Genesis 11, the people of Babel 
(Babylon) sin by wanting to make a name for themselves 
instead of having God rule over them. From the beginning of 
time, this city has been in opposition to God.

Keep your eyes and ears open because Babylon not only plays 
an important part in history, but it will also play a part in the 
future. You can study more about Babylon and what happens 
to it in the future by studying the Book of Revelation in Max 
and Molly’s Bible adventure A SNEAK PEEK INTO THE FUTURE.
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Welcome to Babylon…or Modern-Day Iraq 13

Daniel 1:1 WHAT did Nebuchadnezzar come to Jerusalem 
to do?

 

Daniel 1:2 WHO wins this battle?

 

Daniel 1:2 WHO gave King Jehoiakim, the king of 
Judah, into King Nebuchadnezzar’s hand? WHO was 
in control?

 

Wow!AreyousurprisedtoseethatGodgaveJehoiakiminto
King Nebuchadnezzar’s hand? WHY would God allow His
chosenpeople, thesonsof Israel, tobe takencaptiveby their
enemies?Onewaywecanfindoutisbylookingatsomeother
passagesofScripture.Thisiscalledcross-referencing.

LookupandreadDeuteronomy28:1-7.

Deuteronomy 28:1 WHAT did the children of Israel 
need to do to be set high above all the nations of the 
earth?

“______________ the LORD your God, being careful to 
________all His __________________.”

Deuteronomy 28:7 WHAT would happen to Israel’s 
enemies if Israel obeyed?

Israel’s enemies will be ___________________.

ReadDeuteronomy28:15,25.

Deuteronomy 28:25 WHAT would happen if Israel did 
not obey? WHAT would the Lord cause the children 
of Israel to be?

________________ before your ___________________
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14 WE E K ON E

Wow!LookatHOWimportant itwastoGodthatthechil-
drenofIsraelobeyHim!Theywoulddefeattheirenemiesifthey
obeyed,butiftheydisobeyed,thentheywouldbedefeated.

HOW about you? Do you think God expects you to 
obey Him?

WHY? _________________________________________

HOW are you going to know what God wants you to 
do? Would studying the Bible help you to know what 
God expects? HOW would studying the Bible help 
you?

 

HOW much do you obey God? Circle one of the 
answers below.

a. all the time b. a lot of the time

c. sometimes d. not very often

WHICH answer should you circle? Write it out below:

 

Nowthatyouhavethoughtaboutwhatyoudoandwhatyou
shoulddo,whydon’tyougo toGodandaskHimtohelpyou
changeanythingthatyouneedtochange,tohelpyouobeyHim?

Way to go! You have done some awesome research today.
You went straight to God’s book, the book of truth. You saw
that there are two kings: the king of Judah who is king over
God’schosenpeople,andthekingofBabylon,kingoveravery
wickedcitywhodefeatsthekingofJudahandtakessomeofthe
sonsofIsraelintocaptivity.

YoualsosawbylookingatotherpassagesofScripturethat
GodtoldHispeopleaslongastheyobeyedHim,theywould
defeat theirenemies.Doesthatmeanthesonsof Israeldidn’t
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obeyGodandHiscommandmentssinceKingNebuchadnezzar
takesGod’schosenpeopleintocaptivity?You’llfindouttomor-
rowasyoucontinuetheresearchforournewtelevisionseries.
Butbeforeyouleavethesettoday,youneedtodiscoveryour
memoryverseforthisweek.

DidyouknowthattheoriginallanguagetheBiblewaswrit-
teninwasHebrewwithsomeAramaicintheOldTestament,and
KoineGreekintheNewTestament?SincetheBookofDanielis
writteninboththeHebrewandAramaiclanguages,wethought
itwouldbefunifyoudiscoveredthisweek’sversebyusinga
funmade-uplanguagethatkidsliketousecalled“PigLatin.”

TherearedifferentwaystowritePigLatindependingonif
awordbeginswithone consonant,multiple consonants,ora
vowel.Ifawordbeginswithasingleconsonant,youtakethe
consonantoffthefrontofthewordandputitattheendofthe
word,addingayafterit(suchas,ifIwantedtosayDanielinPig
Latin,Iwouldsayanielday).

Now if a word begins with two or more consonants, you
would take thegroupofconsonantsoff the frontof theword
and add them to the end, and then add ay to the end of the
word.Foranexample,thewordchoicewouldbecomeoicechay.
Andifawordstartswithavowel,youjustaddaytotheendof
theword.Forexample,thewordupwouldbecomeupay.

Solvethisweek’sversebylookingatthewordsonthenext
pagethatareinPigLatinandwritingtherealwordforthisfun
made-uplanguageunderneatheachblank.Thenfindtherefer-
enceforyourverseinDaniel1.Practicethisversebysayingit
inbothPigLatinandEnglishthreetimesinarow,threetimes
today!
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16 WE E K ON E

 utbay anielDay ademay upay ishay indmay
 _____ ________ _______ ____ _____ _______

 atthay ehay ouldway otnay efileday imselfhay
 ______ _____ __________ ______ ________ ___________

 ithway ethay ingskay oicechay oodfay oray
 ______ _____ ________ ________ _______ ____

 ithway ethay ineway ichwhay ehay ankdray;
 ______ _____ _______ _______ _____ _________;

 osay ehay oughtsay ermissionpay omfray ethay
 _____ _____ __________ ____________ ______ ______

 ommandercay ofay ethay officialsay atthay ehay
 _____________ ____ _____ __________ _____ ____

 ightmay otnay efileday imselfhsay.
 ________ _____ ________ ___________

 Daniel 1: _____

Youdidit!Wearesoproudofyou!

 
Onth���t��I��a��

“Lookatthat,Molly!Isn’tthatsetamazing?”Maxaskedas
theywalkedontothesetwithAuntSherry.“Itlooksjustlikethe
picturesIhaveseenofancientJerusalem.”

Aunt Sherry told the kids, “This is the set where we will
shoot our opening scene as King Nebuchadnezzar comes up
againstKingJehoiakimtobesiegethecity.”

“Willwestartfilmingtoday?”MaxaskedAuntSherry.
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Welcome to Babylon…or Modern-Day Iraq 17

“Notyet.Weneedtofinishcastingourcharacters.Butfirst
youandMollyneed to findoutWHATthesonsof Israeldid
thatcausedGodtoletthembetakenintocaptivity.Afteryou
doyourresearch,youcanhelpme,MissLeslie,andMr.Preston,
thecastingdirector,finishcasting.”

“Allright!”Mollyexclaimed.“Let’sgetstarted.”
Don’t forget topray!Let’s findoutWHATthechildrenof

IsraeldidthatcausedGodtoallowthemtobedefeated.Start
bylookingattheproductionmanager’snotesonthenationof
Israel.

The beginning of the nation of Israel is found in the Book of 
Genesis as God promises to make Abram (Abraham) a great 
nation in Genesis 12. This nation is to come through his son, 
Isaac (Genesis 17:19; Genesis 21:12), and through Isaac’s son 
Jacob (Genesis 28).

In Genesis 35:10, God changes Jacob’s name to Israel. Jacob 
(Israel) has 12 sons, whose descendants are known as the 12 
tribes of Israel, God’s chosen people.

In 1 Kings, because of King Solomon’s divided heart, God 
divides the 12 tribes of Israel into two kingdoms: the north 
and the south.

The northern kingdom of Israel is made up of 10 tribes of 
Israel. They settle in the north and claim Samaria as their 
capital.

The southern kingdom of Judah is made up of  
the remaining two tribes of Israel, Benjamin  
and Judah, who keep Jerusalem as their capital.
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18 WE E K ON E

So which kingdom has King Nebuchadnezzar come 
after?

a. the northern kingdom of Israel whose capital is 
 Samaria

b. the southern kingdom of Judah whose capital is 
 Jerusalem

LookatDaniel1:1tosee ifyougottherightanswer.Let’s
solvethecrosswordpuzzlebelowtofindoutwhathappensto
bothofthesekingdoms.Weneedtoseeifeitherkingdomdoes
whatGodtellsthemtodo.

�

�
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Welcome to Babylon…or Modern-Day Iraq 19

Firstlet’sfindoutwhathappenstothenorthernkingdomof
Israel.Lookupandread2Kings17:5-7,12.

2 Kings 17:6 WHAT did the king of Assyria do?

1. (Across) He ________________ Samaria and carried

2. (Down) _______________ away into 

3. (Across) _____________ to Assyria.

WHY did this happen?

2 Kings 17:7 Because the sons of Israel had 

4. (Across) ____________ against the Lord their God.

2 Kings 17:9 The sons of Israel did things secretly which 
were not

5. (Across) _____________ against the Lord their God.

2 Kings 17:12 They served 

6. (Down) _______________.

Nowlet’s completeourpuzzleby lookingat thesouthern
kingdomofJudahthatKingNebuchadnezzarhascomeafter.

Lookupandread2Chronicles36:5-7.

2 Chronicles 36:5 WHAT did King Jehoiakim do?

7. (Across) He did ____________ in the sight of the 
Lord his God.

2 Chronicles 36:6 WHAT happened when King 
Nebuchadnezzar came up against King Jehoiakim?

King Nebuchadnezzar

8. (Down) _____________ him with bronze chains to 
take him to
9. (Across) ______________.
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20 WE E K ON E

2 Chronicles 36:7 WHAT else did King Nebuchadnezzar 
bring to Babylon?

10. (Down) Some of the _______________ of the house 
of the Lord

WHERE did he put these articles of God?

11. (Down) In his ______________ at Babylon

Look up and read Jeremiah 25:8-11.

Jeremiah 25:8 WHAT did the Lord of hosts tell them?

“You have not 

12. (Down) __________ 

13. (Down) My ___________.”

Jeremiah 25:9 WHAT is the Lord going to do?

14. (Down) “I will send to ____________________ king 
of Babylon, My servant, and bring them against this 

15. (Across) ___________ and against its 

16. (Across) __________________.”

Jeremiah 25:11 HOW long will they be in captivity and 
serve the king of Babylon? 

17. (Across) ______________ years

Can you believe it? Both of these kingdoms disobey God
and are taken into captivity. The northern kingdom of Israel
istakenintocaptivitybyAssyriain772BC.Thenthesouthern
kingdomofJudahistakenintocaptivitybytheBabyloniansin
threedifferentsiegesofJerusalem,whichbeginin605BCwith
KingJehoiakim.Lookingatbothofthesekingdoms,doesGod
doexactlywhatHesaysHewilldo?

Yes! God always does what He says He will do. God told
thenationofIsraelinDeuteronomy28thatiftheyobeyedGod,
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beingcarefultodoallHiscommandments, theywouldbeset
highaboveallthenationsoftheearthandtheirenemieswould
bedefeated.Butaswehaveseentoday,theydidn’tobey.They
didn’t listentoGod.InsteadtheychosetodothingsGodsaid
werenotright.Theychosetoserveidolsinsteadofworshiping
God.TheysinnedagainstGod.James4:17says,“Therefore, to one 
who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.”

That’s why we’re studying God’s Word—so that we can
know and do what God says is right. HOW can we apply
WHATwelearnedaboutthesetwokingdomstoourlives?Let’s
lookathowyouspendyourtime.

WHAT are some of the things that you do every week? 
Do you play sports, talk with friends on the Internet, 
or play a musical instrument? Name some of the 
things you do:

 

Do you talk to God during the day? Do you have 
time to study your Bible? Do you let God talk to you 
through the Bible about His commandments?

 

Israel got into trouble for worshiping idols. Idols are 
not just statues. Idols are anything in your life that 
you put before God, like watching television, playing 
sports, or playing video games. WHAT are some of the 
things that you put before God?

 

These activities and things we listed aren’t wrong unless
youputtheminGod’splace.That’swhywewantyoutocheck
yourselftoseehowyou’respendingyourtime.IfGodisGod,
thenHeshouldbenumberoneinyourlife!
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22 WE E K ON E

Waytogo!Wearesoproudofyouforstudyingandapply-
ing God’s Word! Now don’t forget to practice your memory
verse. This verse shows you something very important about
our main character’s character. Tomorrow we will find out
whathappensafterKingNebuchadnezzarcapturesthecity.

 
�a�t�ng�a��

It’sgreat tohaveyoubackon theset!Nowthatyouhave
thehistoricalbackgroundinformationforourtelevisionseries,
areyoureadytohelpAuntSherry,MissLeslie,andMr.Preston
finishcastingourcharacters?Great!Also,Mr.Andy, theprop
master,needssomehelpgatheringthepropsforourfirstscene.
Grab your script (page 134) and let’s head back to Daniel 1.
Don’tforgettotalktoGod!

Read Daniel 1:1-7 and ask those 5 W’s and an H.

Daniel 1:2 WHEN Jerusalem is besieged, 
WHAT is taken from the house of God? 
WHAT props do we need?

 

WHERE are these vessels taken?

 

Think about how God would feel about His holy 
vessels being taken from His house into the house of a 
false god. Does King Nebuchadnezzar have respect for 
God’s holy vessels? ________

EventhoughitlookslikeNebuchadnezzarandhisgodsare
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Welcome to Babylon…or Modern-Day Iraq 23

morepowerfulsincehehastakenthecityandtheholyvessels,
WHOdidweseewasincontrolinDaniel1:2?______________

Remember: Even when things look bad, God is still in 
control.

Nowthatwehaveourprops,let’scastourcharacters.

Daniel 1:3 WHOM did King Nebuchadnezzar order 
the chief of his officials, Ashpenaz, to bring in?

Some of the ____________ of ______________

Daniel 1:3 WHOM did some of these include?

Some of the ________ ________ and of the __________

Daniel 1:4 Describe these sons of Israel.

They were “y __ __ __ __ s…who were _____-_________, 
showing _______________, endowed with ___________ 
and discerning __________________.”

Daniel 1:4 WHAT did the king order Ashpenaz to 
teach them?
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24 WE E K ON E

Daniel 1:5 WHAT did the king appoint them a daily 
ration of?

 

Daniel 1:5 HOW long were they to be educated?

 

WHAT was to happen to them after they were 
educated?

 

Did you notice that each one of these youths (teenagers)
whoaretakenintocaptivityareconsideredthebestofthebest?
They are smart, athletic, handsome, the finest in the land of
Israel. They are taken from their homes, their language, and
theirbeliefsandputintheking’sroyalschooltobetaughtthe
king’slanguageandbeliefs.

Daniel 1:6 WHO are the four main characters taken 
from the sons of Judah?

______________, ______________, ______________, and 
_______________

Daniel 1:7 WHAT did the commander of the officials 
assign to these sons of Israel?

 

Write out each one of the new names next to their 
original name.

Daniel: ______________ Hananiah: ______________

Mishael: _____________ Azariah: ________________

WHYwerethesefourteenagersgivennewnames?Didyou
knowthat inBible timesaperson’snamewasvery important
becauseitshowedtheperson’scharacterandidentity?Let’slook
atthemeaningofthesefourguys’Hebrewnames.Danielmeans

You'reaBraveMan.indd2� 5/2/072:33:�6PM



Welcome to Babylon…or Modern-Day Iraq 25

“God is my judge,” Hananiah means “Jehovah
has been gracious” (Jehovah and Yahweh are
HebrewnamesforGod),Mishaelmeans“Who
iswhatGodis”(inotherwords,thereisnobody
like God), and Azariah means “Yahweh has
helped.” In each one of these boy’s Hebrew
names,weseethenameofGod.

Now look at the meaning of their new
Babylonian names. Belteshazzar means “Bel
will protect,” Shadrach means “inspired of
Aku,”Meshachmeans“belongingtoAku,”and
Abed-negomeans“servantofNego.”Eachone
oftheseBabyloniannameshasareferencetoa
falsegod.Bel,Nego,andAkuwereallnames
ofthefalsegodsoftheBabylonians.

Since names showed a person’s charac-
ter and identity, do you think that King 
Nebuchadnezzar changed these youths’ 
names to change their identity, to show 
his ownership over them now that they have been 
taken into captivity? __________

Danielwasabout15yearsoldwhenhewastakenfromhis
homeintocaptivity.Canyouimaginenotonlybeingtakenfrom
yourhome,butalsobeingtakentoaforeigncity,anewschool,
having your name changed, and not even understanding the
language?

HOW would you feel? Would you be scared, anxious, 
or confused? Would you think God didn’t love you, 
had forgotten you, or couldn’t protect you? Would you 
continue to trust and follow God in spite of what had 
happened to you? Write out HOW you would feel and 
WHAT you would do.

 

You'reaBraveMan.indd25 5/2/072:33:�7PM



26 WE E K ON E

HOW would it feel to have the people who captured 
you brag that their god was stronger than your God, 
especially since you know it’s not true?

 

HOW will Daniel and his friends handle being taken to a
foreigncountryofaheathenkingwhodoesn’tknowGodand
respectHisholyvessels?Anyhopesanddreamstheyhadfor
their futurehave justbeenshattered.Theyareno longer free;
they will never return home to see their families again. Will
they become angry over their circumstances? Will they bend
under the pressure? Will they change what they believe, or
willtheycontinuetoloveandtrustGodinspiteofeverything
thathashappenedtothem?We’llfindout.Youhavedonean
awesomejobatcastingourcharacters!Don’tforgettopractice
yourmemoryverse.

 
�am��a�h��k

“Hey,Max,whydon’tyouandMollycomehelpmegetthese
props ready for our camera check?” Mr.Andy asked as Max
andMollyarrivedonthesetofBabylon.

“Sure, Mr. Andy. We’d love to help,” Max said. “Oh man,
thesepropsaremakingmehungry.Lookatallthesegreatthings
toeat.”Mollylaughed.“So,Max,whichwouldyouratherhave:
theking’schoicefoodortheseyummyvegetables?”

BeforeMaxcouldanswer,AuntSherrywalkedontotheset.
“The king’s table looks great.Are you ready for us to do our
cameracheck,Andy?”

“Ithinkwe’reready,”repliedAndy.
Howaboutyou?Let’sgrabour scriptsandmakesureMr.

Andyhasallthepropsforournextscene.Prayandthenturnto
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page135.ReadDaniel1:8-21.Askthe5W’sandanHtoprepare
forourcameracheck.

Daniel 1:8 WHAT did Daniel do?

Daniel _________ ______ his m__ __ __.

Doyouknowwhatitmeanstomakeupyourmind?Making
upyourmindismakingadecisioninyourheart.It’slikedraw-
ingalineinthesandandsaying,“ThisiswhatIbelieve.Thisis
whatIwilldo.Iwillnotcrossoverthisline.”

Daniel 1:8 WHAT did Daniel make up his mind 
about?

 

Daniel 1:8 WHAT did Daniel seek?

He sought ______________ from the ________________ 
of the ___________ that he might not _____________ 
himself.

To defile means to make unclean, dirty, or corrupt. WHY
wouldeatingtheking’schoicefoodandwinecorruptormake
Daniel unclean? Did you know that God chose the nation of
Israeltobeaholypeoplesetapartfromalltheotherpeopleson
thefaceoftheearth?

Godgives the sonsof Israel laws for their food that show
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themwhatiscleanandokaytoeat,andwhatisuncleanandnot
okaytoeat.Ifyouwanttoreadabouttheselaws,youcanfind
theminLeviticus11andDeuteronomy14.DanielknowsGod’s
lawandchoosestohonorGodbywhatheeatsanddrinks.

Daniel 1:9 WHAT does God grant Daniel?

 

Daniel 1:10 WHY was the commander of the officials 
afraid to change Daniel’s food and drink?

 

Daniel 1:11-12 WHAT did Daniel ask the overseer to 
do?

“To ____________ your servants for ________ days”

Daniel 1:12 WHAT did Daniel ask for them to be given 
to eat and drink?

 

Daniel 1:15 WHAT happened after they were tested 
for 10 days?

 

 

Daniel 1:11-17 WHO took the test—all of the youths or 
just four of the youths (Daniel and his three friends)? 
Circle the correct answer.

a. All of the youths

b. Four of the youths: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,  
 and Azariah

Daniel 1:17 WHAT did God give these four youths?

_______________ and _________________ in every 
branch of __________________ and ________________
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Daniel 1:17 WHAT did Daniel understand?

 

Daniel 1:18-20 WHAT happened to them when they 
were presented before Nebuchadnezzar?

Not _______ was found like __________, ____________, 
_________________, and __________________; so they 
entered the _________ ____________ ______________.

HOW did these guys get to be so smart? Look back at 
Daniel 1:17 if you missed it.

 

Daniel 1:21 HOW long did Daniel continue?

 

Wow! Daniel and his friends are teenagers far away from
homeinawickedcity,wherenoonewilleverknowiftheygive
intotemptationandfollowthecrowd.Butinsteadofgivingin
whentheyaretested,theydowhatGodsaysisright.

HOW about you? WHAT would you do if you knew 
no one would find out? Would you lie to your parents 
about where you are going and whom you are going 
to be with? Would you drink, smoke, inhale something 
to make you feel different, or take drugs? Or would 
you dare to go against the crowd and do what God 
says is right? Write out what you would do:

 

LookathowGodhonoredthesefourteenagers’decisionto
dowhatHesays is right.Theirappearanceswerebetter than
theotheryouths,andGodgavethemknowledge,intelligence,
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andwisdom.Theyeachenteredintotheking’spersonalservice.
Prettycool,huh?

Allright!Ourcameracheckisfinishedandwearereadyto
startfilming.Tomorrowwewillgetaclose-upofGodandone
ofourawesometeenagers.

 
���m�ngIn

“Allright,quietontheset.Wearereadytoroll,”AuntSherry
calledout.“CameraOne,Iwantyoutozoominrightafterthe
openingsequence.Let’scountitdown,and…action.”

Areyou ready to“zoom in”and takea closer lookatGod
andDaniel?Great!Don’tforgettoaskGodforHishelp.Pullout
yourscriptandlet’sgetaclose-uponbothGodandDaniel.

Onewayyoucanuncovercluesaboutthemaineventsand
characters in the Book of Daniel is to mark them in a special
waysoyoucangetacloserlookatthem.Todaywearegoing
to“zoomin”onourscriptsandmarkeveryplaceweseeGod
andDaniel.Wealsoneedtomarkeachpronounthatrefersto
eitherGodorDaniel.WHATarepronouns?CheckoutMaxand
Molly’snotesbelow.

Pronouns

Pronouns are words that take the place of nouns. 
A noun is a person, place, or thing. A pronoun 
stands in for a noun! Here’s an example: “Molly 
and Max are excited about helping on the new tele-
vision series on Daniel. They can’t wait to discover 
what happens to Daniel now that he has been taken 
into captivity.” The word they is a pronoun because 
it takes the place of Molly and Max’s names in the 
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second sentence. It is another word we use to refer 
to Molly and Max.

Watch for these other pronouns when you are 
marking people’s names:

 I you he she
 me yours him her
 mine  his hers
 we it
 our its
 they them 

Now that you know what pronouns are, turn to your
ObservationWorksheetsonpage134.ReadDaniel1andmark
GodandDanielinaspecialway,justlikewehavelistedbelow:

God (draw a purple triangle and color it yellow)

Daniel  (color it blue)

All right!Nowlook inyourscriptateachversewhereyou
marked God in Daniel 1:2, 9, and 17. Let’s find out what you
learnedaboutGodfromeachoftheseverses.Wewanttomake
sureourtelevisionviewersknowthetruthaboutWHOGodis
andWHATHedoes,sothattheycangettoknowHim,too!Make
alistofeverythingyoulearnedaboutGodintheboxbelow.

WHAT I Learned About God

Daniel 1:2

Daniel 1:9

Daniel 1:17

Daniel  (color it blue)
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Amazing! Stop and think about WHAT this list shows us
about WHO God is, about His power, and about WHAT He
cando.

InDaniel1:2,theLordgavetheoutcomeofthebattle.God
is the One who allowed Jerusalem to be defeated by King
NebuchadnezzarandallowedDanieland theotheryouths to
betakenintocaptivity.GodistheOneincontrolofpeople.This
showsusthatGodissovereign.Thereisabsolutelynothingthat
Goddoesn’thavecontrolover!

InDaniel1:9,GodistheOnewhogototherpeopletoshow
favorandcompassiontoDaniel.Godlovesus!Hecaresabout
whathappenstous.

InDaniel1:17,Godgavethefouryouthsknowledge, intel-
ligence,andwisdom.WhatanawesomeGod!WouldGoddothis
foryou?

Let’smakealistonWHATweknowaboutDanielbylook-
ingatwherewemarkedhisnameonourscript.Putthefactsin
theboxbelow.

WHAT I Learned About Daniel

Wow!WouldyouliketobelikeDaniel?Let’sdoacharacter
profileonDanieltoseeifyoucouldplayDaniel’spart.
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�ha�a�t���������
Daniel

Danielhasfaith.

Faith isbelievingGod;it is taking
HimatHisWord.  Faith iswhen
youbelievewhatGodsaysin the
Bible,anditshowsbythewayyou
act. You decide to dowhatGod
saysisright.DanielbelievesGod.
He does what God says is right.
HechoosestotrustGodinavery
hardanddifficultsituation.

Danielhasintegrity.

Integrity is doing the right thing
whennoone is looking.  Integrity
isbeingtrustworthyandsincere.A
personwith integrity has the high-
est standardsand ishonest,pure,
andconsistent.

LookatDaniel’sintegrity.Hehasthe
higheststandards.Danielmakesup
hismind not to defile himself. He
keepshimselfpure.Hesetshimself

Me

Doyouhavefaith?

HaveyouplacedyourtrustinJesus
Christ?

Yes_____No_____

DoyoudowhatGodsaysisright?
Nameonethingyoudothatshows
you loveand trustGod.Hereare
someexamples:Doyoureadyour
Bible every day? Do you obey
your parents? Do you want to
please God? Do you listen and
payattentiontoHisWord?Doyou
believeGodmeanswhatHesays
andactlikeit?DoyouaskGodto
helpyounottolie,steal,gossip,or
talkaboutotherkids?

Writeoutonewaythatshowsyou
havefaith:

Doyouhaveintegrity?

Canyourparentstrustyoutoobey
them when they are not around?
Have you made up your mind to
live God’s way, to keep yourself
pure?Nameastandard thatyou
havesetforyourself,likewaitingto
getmarriedbeforehaving sex,or
decidingnottodrinkalcohol.

WHATwouldyoudoifyouspent
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apartfromtheworldheislivingin.
Danieldarestobedifferent.

Danielhascourage.

Courageisboldness;itistakinga
standanddoingwhatyouknowis
right even though you are afraid.
Daniel took a stand, even though
hedidn’tknowwhatwouldhappen
tohimifhewentagainsttheking’s
command and refused the food
fromhistable.

thenightwithfriendsandtheyare
watching things on TV or looking
at things on the Internet that are
wrong?  Would you go along,
or would you say, “This doesn’t
pleaseGod.Ican’tlookatorbea
partof this”?Writeoutwhatyou
woulddo:

WHATifMomorDadwere look-
ing over your shoulder while you
were on the Internet? Would you
slip into code language, or do
you have such integrity that Mom
andDadcouldreadwhatyouare
writing?

Doyouhavecourage?

Will you be brave like Daniel
and stand up for what you know
is right, even if it means you will
not be cool or popular and that
otherswilllaughatyou?Writeout
one way you will have courage.
Write outwhat youwill dowhen
someonetriestogetyoutodothe
wrongthing:

Daniel Me
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Areyouhumble?
Do you submit yourself to those
whoareinauthorityoveryou?

_____Yes_____No

Areyourespectful?HOWdoyou
treat yourparentsandyour teach-
ers?

HOW do you talk about them
to your friends when they aren’t
aroundtohearyou?

Doyouhaveself-discipline?

WHATdoyoueat?Doyouchoose
healthyfoodsorjunkfoods?

Training yourself to eat healthy
foods, playing sports or a musi-
cal instrument, memorizing God’s
Word, saving for something you
want to buy, doing your home-
work, and cleaning your room
withoutbeingaskedareall things
thattakeself-discipline.Nameone
thingyoudothatshowsyouhave
self-discipline:

Danielhashumility.

Humilityisalackofpride.Humility
isknowingourweaknessesaswell
as our strengths. Daniel humbled
himself before the commander of
theofficials.Heasked forpermis-
sionnottoeattheking’sfoodand
wine. He submitted himself to his
authority.Hewas respectful.How
aboutyou?

Danielhasself-discipline.

Self-discipline is learning to train
and control your behavior. It is
beingabletoturnawayfromtemp-
tation. It is choosing to do right
evenwhen it ishardanddifficult.
It is sticking with something, even
though it is dull and boring. It
requires determination and sacri-
fice.Howtemptingdoyouthinkit
wasforDanieltolookattheking’s
choicefoodandnoteatit?Daniel
disciplinedhimself.Hedidnotgive
in to temptation. He chose to do
whatwasright,eventhoughitwas
hardanddifficult.

Daniel Me
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Whatanawesometeenager!LookathowDaniel’scharacteris
revealedinthesehardanddifficultcircumstances.Danieldares
tobedifferent—hetrustsGod.Daretobedifferent.AskGodto
helpyoubeaDanielinyourworld.Don’tfollowthecrowdto
becoolandpopular.Makeupyourmindtohonorandlivefor
God!

HowdoyouthinkDanieldevelopedsuchstrongcharacter?
Could itbebecausehestarted learningGod’sWordwhenhe
wasyounger,likeyou?That’swhywearesoproudofyou!You
arelearningtobelikeDaniel.

Don’tforgettosayyourmemoryverseoutloudtoagrown-
upthisweek.Askthepersontotellyousomethingthatheor
shemadeuptheirmindabout.Nextweekwewillfilmavery
interesting dream. WHO has this dream, and WHAT does it
mean?
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Page 16

“ButDanielmadeuphismindthathewouldnotdefilehimself
withtheking’schoicefoodorwiththewinewhichhedrank;so
hesoughtpermissionfromthecommanderoftheofficialsthat
hemightnotdefilehimself.”

Daniel1:8

Page 20
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Chapter 1

 1InthethirdyearofthereignofJehoiakimkingofJudah,

NebuchadnezzarkingofBabyloncametoJerusalemand

besiegedit.

 2TheLordgaveJehoiakimkingofJudahintohishand,along

withsomeofthevesselsofthehouseofGod;andhebrought

themtothelandofShinar,tothehouseofhisgod,andhe

broughtthevesselsintothetreasuryofhisgod.

 3ThenthekingorderedAshpenaz,thechiefofhisofficials,to

bringinsomeofthesonsofIsrael,includingsomeoftheroyal

familyandofthenobles,

 4youthsinwhomwasnodefect,whoweregood-looking,

showingintelligenceineverybranchofwisdom,endowedwith

understandinganddiscerningknowledge,andwhohadability

forservingintheking’scourt;andheorderedhimtoteachthem

theliteratureandlanguageoftheChaldeans.

 5Thekingappointedforthemadailyrationfromtheking’s

choicefoodandfromthewinewhichhedrank,andappointed

thattheyshouldbeeducatedthreeyears,attheendofwhich

theyweretoentertheking’spersonalservice.

 6NowamongthemfromthesonsofJudahwereDaniel,

Hananiah,MishaelandAzariah.

 7Thenthecommanderoftheofficialsassignednewnames

tothem;andtoDanielheassignedthenameBelteshazzar,to

OB S E RVAT I O N WO R K S H E E T S

�ANIEL1-6

134
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HananiahShadrach,toMishaelMeshachandtoAzariahAbed-

nego.

 8ButDanielmadeuphismindthathewouldnotdefile

himselfwiththeking’schoicefoodorwiththewinewhichhe

drank;sohesoughtpermissionfromthecommanderoftheoffi-

cialsthathemightnotdefilehimself.

 9NowGodgrantedDanielfavorandcompassioninthesight

ofthecommanderoftheofficials,

10andthecommanderoftheofficialssaidtoDaniel,“Iamafraid

ofmylordtheking,whohasappointedyourfoodandyourdrink;

forwhyshouldheseeyourfaceslookingmorehaggardthanthe

youthswhoareyourownage?Thenyouwouldmakemeforfeit

myheadtotheking.”

11ButDanielsaidtotheoverseerwhomthecommanderof

theofficialshadappointedoverDaniel,Hananiah,Mishaeland

Azariah,

12“Pleasetestyourservantsfortendays,andletusbegiven

somevegetablestoeatandwatertodrink.

13“Thenletourappearancebeobservedinyourpresenceand

theappearanceoftheyouthswhoareeatingtheking’schoice

food;anddealwithyourservantsaccordingtowhatyousee.”

14Sohelistenedtotheminthismatterandtestedthemforten

days.

15Attheendoftendaystheirappearanceseemedbetterand

theywerefatterthanalltheyouthswhohadbeeneatingthe

king’schoicefood.
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16Sotheoverseercontinuedtowithholdtheirchoicefoodand

thewinetheyweretodrink,andkeptgivingthemvegetables.

17Asforthesefouryouths,Godgavethemknowledgeand

intelligenceineverybranchofliteratureandwisdom;Daniel

evenunderstoodallkindsofvisionsanddreams.

18Thenattheendofthedayswhichthekinghadspecifiedfor

presentingthem,thecommanderoftheofficialspresentedthem

beforeNebuchadnezzar.

19Thekingtalkedwiththem,andoutofthemallnotonewas

foundlikeDaniel,Hananiah,MishaelandAzariah;sothey

enteredtheking’spersonalservice.

20Asforeverymatterofwisdomandunderstandingaboutwhich

thekingconsultedthem,hefoundthemtentimesbetterthanall

themagiciansandconjurerswhowereinallhisrealm.

21AndDanielcontinueduntilthefirstyearofCyrustheking.

Chapter 2

 1NowinthesecondyearofthereignofNebuchadnezzar,

Nebuchadnezzarhaddreams;andhisspiritwastroubled

andhissleeplefthim.

 2Thenthekinggaveorderstocallinthemagicians,theconjur-

ers,thesorcerersandtheChaldeanstotellthekinghisdreams.

Sotheycameinandstoodbeforetheking.

 3Thekingsaidtothem,“Ihadadreamandmyspiritis

anxioustounderstandthedream.”

 4ThentheChaldeansspoketothekinginAramaic:“Oking,
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liveforever!Tellthedreamtoyourservants,andwewilldeclare

theinterpretation.”

 5ThekingrepliedtotheChaldeans,“Thecommandfromme

isfirm:ifyoudonotmakeknowntomethedreamanditsinter-

pretation,youwillbetornlimbfromlimbandyourhouseswill

bemadearubbishheap.

 6“Butifyoudeclarethedreamanditsinterpretation,youwill

receivefrommegiftsandarewardandgreathonor;therefore

declaretomethedreamanditsinterpretation.”

 7Theyansweredasecondtimeandsaid,“Letthekingtellthe

dreamtohisservants,andwewilldeclaretheinterpretation.”

 8Thekingreplied,“Iknowforcertainthatyouarebargaining

fortime,inasmuchasyouhaveseenthatthecommandfromme

isfirm,

 9thatifyoudonotmakethedreamknowntome,thereisonly

onedecreeforyou.Foryouhaveagreedtogethertospeaklying

andcorruptwordsbeforemeuntilthesituationischanged;

thereforetellmethedream,thatImayknowthatyoucan

declaretomeitsinterpretation.”

10TheChaldeansansweredthekingandsaid,“Thereisnota

manonearthwhocoulddeclarethematterfortheking,inas-

muchasnogreatkingorrulerhaseveraskedanythinglikethis

ofanymagician,conjurerorChaldean.

11“Moreover,thethingwhichthekingdemandsisdifficult,and

thereisnooneelsewhocoulddeclareittothekingexceptgods,

whosedwellingplaceisnotwithmortalflesh.”
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12Becauseofthisthekingbecameindignantandveryfurious

andgaveorderstodestroyallthewisemenofBabylon.

13Sothedecreewentforththatthewisemenshouldbeslain;

andtheylookedforDanielandhisfriendstokillthem.

14ThenDanielrepliedwithdiscretionanddiscernmentto

Arioch,thecaptainoftheking’sbodyguard,whohadgoneforth

toslaythewisemenofBabylon;

15hesaidtoArioch,theking’scommander,“Forwhatreason

isthedecreefromthekingsourgent?”ThenAriochinformed

Danielaboutthematter.

16SoDanielwentinandrequestedofthekingthathewould

givehimtime,inorderthathemightdeclaretheinterpretationto

theking.

17ThenDanielwenttohishouseandinformedhisfriends,

Hananiah,MishaelandAzariah,aboutthematter,

18sothattheymightrequestcompassionfromtheGodof

heavenconcerningthismystery,sothatDanielandhisfriends

wouldnotbedestroyedwiththerestofthewisemenof

Babylon.

19ThenthemysterywasrevealedtoDanielinanightvision.

ThenDanielblessedtheGodofheaven;

20Danielsaid,

“LetthenameofGodbeblessedforeverandever,

ForwisdomandpowerbelongtoHim.

21“ItisHewhochangesthetimesandtheepochs;

Heremoveskingsandestablisheskings;

Hegiveswisdomtowisemen
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Andknowledgetomenofunderstanding.

22“ItisHewhorevealstheprofoundandhiddenthings;

Heknowswhatisinthedarkness,

AndthelightdwellswithHim.

23“ToYou,OGodofmyfathers,Igivethanksandpraise,

ForYouhavegivenmewisdomandpower;

EvennowYouhavemadeknowntomewhatwerequested

ofYou,

ForYouhavemadeknowntoustheking’smatter.”

24Therefore,DanielwentintoArioch,whomthekinghad

appointedtodestroythewisemenofBabylon;hewentand

spoketohimasfollows:“Donotdestroythewisemenof

Babylon!Takemeintotheking’spresence,andIwilldeclarethe

interpretationtotheking.”

25ThenAriochhurriedlybroughtDanielintotheking’spres-

enceandspoketohimasfollows:“Ihavefoundamanamong

theexilesfromJudahwhocanmaketheinterpretationknownto

theking!”

26ThekingsaidtoDaniel,whosenamewasBelteshazzar,“Are

youabletomakeknowntomethedreamwhichIhaveseenand

itsinterpretation?”

27Danielansweredbeforethekingandsaid,“Asforthe

mysteryaboutwhichthekinghasinquired,neitherwisemen,

conjurers,magiciansnordivinersareabletodeclareittotheking.

28“However,thereisaGodinheavenwhorevealsmyster-

ies,andHehasmadeknowntoKingNebuchadnezzarwhat
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willtakeplaceinthelatterdays.Thiswasyourdreamandthe

visionsinyourmindwhileonyourbed.

29“Asforyou,Oking,whileonyourbedyourthoughtsturned

towhatwouldtakeplaceinthefuture;andHewhoreveals

mysterieshasmadeknowntoyouwhatwilltakeplace.

30“Butasforme,thismysteryhasnotbeenrevealedtomefor

anywisdomresidinginmemorethaninanyotherlivingman,

butforthepurposeofmakingtheinterpretationknowntothe

king,andthatyoumayunderstandthethoughtsofyourmind.

31“You,Oking,werelookingandbehold,therewasasingle

greatstatue;thatstatue,whichwaslargeandofextraordinary

splendor,wasstandinginfrontofyou,anditsappearancewas

awesome.

32“Theheadofthatstatuewasmadeoffinegold,itsbreastand

itsarmsofsilver,itsbellyanditsthighsofbronze,

33itslegsofiron,itsfeetpartlyofironandpartlyofclay.

34“Youcontinuedlookinguntilastonewascutoutwithout

hands,anditstruckthestatueonitsfeetofironandclayand

crushedthem.

35“Thentheiron,theclay,thebronze,thesilverandthegold

werecrushedallatthesametimeandbecamelikechafffrom

thesummerthreshingfloors;andthewindcarriedthemawayso

thatnotatraceofthemwasfound.Butthestonethatstruckthe

statuebecameagreatmountainandfilledthewholeearth.

36“Thiswasthedream;nowwewilltellitsinterpretation

beforetheking.

37“You,Oking,arethekingofkings,towhomtheGodof
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heavenhasgiventhekingdom,thepower,thestrengthandthe

glory;

38andwhereverthesonsofmendwell,orthebeastsofthe

field,orthebirdsofthesky,Hehasgiventhemintoyourhand

andhascausedyoutoruleoverthemall.Youaretheheadof

gold.

39“Afteryoutherewillariseanotherkingdominferiortoyou,

thenanotherthirdkingdomofbronze,whichwillruleoverall

theearth.

40“Thentherewillbeafourthkingdomasstrongasiron;inas-

muchasironcrushesandshattersallthings,so,likeironthat

breaksinpieces,itwillcrushandbreakalltheseinpieces.

41“Inthatyousawthefeetandtoes,partlyofpotter’sclayand

partlyofiron,itwillbeadividedkingdom;butitwillhaveinit

thetoughnessofiron,inasmuchasyousawtheironmixedwith

commonclay.

42“Asthetoesofthefeetwerepartlyofironandpartlyof

pottery,sosomeofthekingdomwillbestrongandpartofitwill

bebrittle.

43“Andinthatyousawtheironmixedwithcommonclay,they

willcombinewithoneanotherintheseedofmen;buttheywill

notadheretooneanother,evenasirondoesnotcombinewith

pottery.

44“InthedaysofthosekingstheGodofheavenwillsetupa

kingdomwhichwillneverbedestroyed,andthatkingdomwill

notbeleftforanotherpeople;itwillcrushandputanendtoall

thesekingdoms,butitwillitselfendureforever.
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45“Inasmuchasyousawthatastonewascutoutofthemoun-

tainwithouthandsandthatitcrushedtheiron,thebronze,the

clay,thesilverandthegold,thegreatGodhasmadeknownto

thekingwhatwilltakeplaceinthefuture;sothedreamistrue

anditsinterpretationistrustworthy.”

46ThenKingNebuchadnezzarfellonhisfaceanddidhomage

toDaniel,andgaveorderstopresenttohimanofferingand

fragrantincense.

47ThekingansweredDanielandsaid,“SurelyyourGodisa

GodofgodsandaLordofkingsandarevealerofmysteries,

sinceyouhavebeenabletorevealthismystery.”

48ThenthekingpromotedDanielandgavehimmanygreat

gifts,andhemadehimruleroverthewholeprovinceofBabylon

andchiefprefectoverallthewisemenofBabylon.

49AndDanielmaderequestoftheking,andheappointed

Shadrach,MeshachandAbed-negoovertheadministrationof

theprovinceofBabylon,whileDanielwasattheking’scourt.

Chapter 3

 1Nebuchadnezzarthekingmadeanimageofgold,the

heightofwhichwassixtycubitsanditswidthsixcubits;he

setitupontheplainofDuraintheprovinceofBabylon.

 2ThenNebuchadnezzarthekingsentwordtoassemble

thesatraps,theprefectsandthegovernors,thecounselors,

thetreasurers,thejudges,themagistratesandalltherulers
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oftheprovincestocometothededicationoftheimagethat

Nebuchadnezzarthekinghadsetup.

 3Thenthesatraps,theprefectsandthegovernors,thecounsel-

ors,thetreasurers,thejudges,themagistratesandalltherulers

oftheprovinceswereassembledforthededicationoftheimage

thatNebuchadnezzarthekinghadsetup;andtheystoodbefore

theimagethatNebuchadnezzarhadsetup.

 4Thentheheraldloudlyproclaimed:“Toyouthecommandis

given,Opeoples,nationsandmenofeverylanguage,

 5thatatthemomentyouhearthesoundofthehorn,flute,lyre,

trigon,psaltery,bagpipeandallkindsofmusic,youaretofall

downandworshipthegoldenimagethatNebuchadnezzarthe

kinghassetup.

 6“Butwhoeverdoesnotfalldownandworshipshallimmedi-

atelybecastintothemidstofafurnaceofblazingfire.”

 7Thereforeatthattime,whenallthepeoplesheardthesound

ofthehorn,flute,lyre,trigon,psaltery,bagpipeandallkindsof

music,allthepeoples,nationsandmenofeverylanguagefell

downandworshipedthegoldenimagethatNebuchadnezzar

thekinghadsetup.

 8ForthisreasonatthattimecertainChaldeanscameforward

andbroughtchargesagainsttheJews.

 9TheyrespondedandsaidtoNebuchadnezzartheking:“O

king,liveforever!

10“You,Oking,havemadeadecreethateverymanwhohears

thesoundofthehorn,flute,lyre,trigon,psaltery,andbagpipe
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andallkindsofmusic,istofalldownandworshipthegolden

image.

11“Butwhoeverdoesnotfalldownandworshipshallbecast

intothemidstofafurnaceofblazingfire.

12“TherearecertainJewswhomyouhaveappointedoverthe

administrationoftheprovinceofBabylon,namelyShadrach,

MeshachandAbed-nego.Thesemen,Oking,havedisregarded

you;theydonotserveyourgodsorworshipthegoldenimage

whichyouhavesetup.”

13ThenNebuchadnezzarinrageandangergaveordersto

bringShadrach,MeshachandAbed-nego;thenthesemenwere

broughtbeforetheking.

14Nebuchadnezzarrespondedandsaidtothem,“Isittrue,

Shadrach,MeshachandAbed-nego,thatyoudonotservemy

godsorworshipthegoldenimagethatIhavesetup?

15“Nowifyouareready,atthemomentyouhearthesoundof

thehorn,flute,lyre,trigon,psalteryandbagpipeandallkindsof

music,tofalldownandworshiptheimagethatIhavemade,very

well.Butifyoudonotworship,youwillimmediatelybecast

intothemidstofafurnaceofblazingfire;andwhatgodisthere

whocandeliveryououtofmyhands?”

16Shadrach,MeshachandAbed-negorepliedtotheking,

“ONebuchadnezzar,wedonotneedtogiveyouananswer

concerningthismatter.

17“Ifitbeso,ourGodwhomweserveisabletodeliverus

fromthefurnaceofblazingfire;andHewilldeliverusoutof

yourhand,Oking.
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18“ButevenifHedoesnot,letitbeknowntoyou,Oking,

thatwearenotgoingtoserveyourgodsorworshipthegolden

imagethatyouhavesetup.”

19ThenNebuchadnezzarwasfilledwithwrath,andhisfacial

expressionwasalteredtowardShadrach,MeshachandAbed-

nego.Heansweredbygivingorderstoheatthefurnaceseven

timesmorethanitwasusuallyheated.

20Hecommandedcertainvaliantwarriorswhowereinhis

armytotieupShadrach,MeshachandAbed-negoinorderto

castthemintothefurnaceofblazingfire.

21Thenthesemenweretiedupintheirtrousers,theircoats,

theircapsandtheirotherclothes,andwerecastintothemidstof

thefurnaceofblazingfire.

22Forthisreason,becausetheking’scommandwasurgentand

thefurnacehadbeenmadeextremelyhot,theflameofthefire

slewthosemenwhocarriedupShadrach,MeshachandAbed-

nego.

23Butthesethreemen,Shadrach,MeshachandAbed-nego,fell

intothemidstofthefurnaceofblazingfirestilltiedup.

24ThenNebuchadnezzarthekingwasastoundedandstoodup

inhaste;hesaidtohishighofficials,“Wasitnotthreemenwe

castboundintothemidstofthefire?”Theyrepliedtotheking,

“Certainly,Oking.”

25Hesaid,“Look!Iseefourmenloosedandwalkingaboutin

themidstofthefirewithoutharm,andtheappearanceofthe

fourthislikeasonofthegods!”

26ThenNebuchadnezzarcameneartothedoorofthefurnace
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ofblazingfire;herespondedandsaid,“Shadrach,Meshachand

Abed-nego,comeout,youservantsoftheMostHighGod,and

comehere!”ThenShadrach,MeshachandAbed-negocameout

ofthemidstofthefire.

27Thesatraps,theprefects,thegovernorsandtheking’shigh

officialsgatheredaroundandsawinregardtothesementhat

thefirehadnoeffectonthebodiesofthesemennorwasthehair

oftheirheadsinged,norweretheirtrousersdamaged,norhad

thesmelloffireevencomeuponthem.

28Nebuchadnezzarrespondedandsaid,“BlessedbetheGodof

Shadrach,MeshachandAbed-nego,whohassentHisangeland

deliveredHisservantswhoputtheirtrustinHim,violatingthe

king’scommand,andyieldeduptheirbodiessoasnottoserve

orworshipanygodexcepttheirownGod.

29“ThereforeImakeadecreethatanypeople,nationortongue

thatspeaksanythingoffensiveagainsttheGodofShadrach,

MeshachandAbed-negoshallbetornlimbfromlimbandtheir

housesreducedtoarubbishheap,inasmuchasthereisnoother

godwhoisabletodeliverinthisway.”

30ThenthekingcausedShadrach,MeshachandAbed-negoto

prosperintheprovinceofBabylon.

Chapter 4

 1Nebuchadnezzarthekingtoallthepeoples,nations,and

menofeverylanguagethatliveinalltheearth:“Mayyour

peaceabound!
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 2“Ithasseemedgoodtometodeclarethesignsand

wonderswhichtheMostHighGodhasdoneforme.

 3“HowgreatareHissigns

AndhowmightyareHiswonders!

Hiskingdomisaneverlastingkingdom

AndHisdominionisfromgenerationtogeneration.

 4“I,Nebuchadnezzar,wasateaseinmyhouseandflourishingin

mypalace.

 5“Isawadreamanditmademefearful;andthesefantasiesasI

layonmybedandthevisionsinmymindkeptalarmingme.

 6“SoIgaveorderstobringintomypresenceallthewise

menofBabylon,thattheymightmakeknowntometheinter-

pretationofthedream.

 7“Thenthemagicians,theconjurers,theChaldeansandthe

divinerscameinandIrelatedthedreamtothem,buttheycould

notmakeitsinterpretationknowntome.

 8“ButfinallyDanielcameinbeforeme,whosenameis

Belteshazzaraccordingtothenameofmygod,andinwhomisa

spiritoftheholygods;andIrelatedthedreamtohim,saying,

 9‘OBelteshazzar,chiefofthemagicians,sinceIknowthata

spiritoftheholygodsisinyouandnomysterybafflesyou,tell

methevisionsofmydreamwhichIhaveseen,alongwithits

interpretation.

10‘NowthesewerethevisionsinmymindasIlayonmybed:

Iwaslooking,andbehold,therewasatreeinthemidstofthe

earthanditsheightwasgreat.

11‘Thetreegrewlargeandbecamestrong
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Anditsheightreachedtothesky,

Anditwasvisibletotheendofthewholeearth.

12‘Itsfoliagewasbeautifulanditsfruitabundant,

Andinitwasfoodforall.

Thebeastsofthefieldfoundshadeunderit,

Andthebirdsoftheskydweltinitsbranches,

Andalllivingcreaturesfedthemselvesfromit.

13‘IwaslookinginthevisionsinmymindasIlayonmy

bed,andbehold,anangelicwatcher,aholyone,descended

fromheaven.

14‘Heshoutedoutandspokeasfollows:

“Chopdownthetreeandcutoffitsbranches,

Stripoffitsfoliageandscatteritsfruit;

Letthebeastsfleefromunderit

Andthebirdsfromitsbranches.

15“Yetleavethestumpwithitsrootsintheground,

Butwithabandofironandbronzearoundit

Inthenewgrassofthefield;

Andlethimbedrenchedwiththedewofheaven,

Andlethimsharewiththebeastsinthegrass

oftheearth.

16“Lethismindbechangedfromthatofaman

Andletabeast’smindbegiventohim,

Andletsevenperiodsoftimepassoverhim.

17“Thissentenceisbythedecreeoftheangelicwatchers

Andthedecisionisacommandoftheholyones,

Inorderthatthelivingmayknow
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ThattheMostHighisrulerovertherealmofmankind,

AndbestowsitonwhomHewishes

Andsetsoveritthelowliestofmen.”

18‘ThisisthedreamwhichI,KingNebuchadnezzar,haveseen.

Nowyou,Belteshazzar,tellmeitsinterpretation,inasmuchas

noneofthewisemenofmykingdomisabletomakeknownto

metheinterpretation;butyouareable,foraspiritoftheholy

godsisinyou.’

19“ThenDaniel,whosenameisBelteshazzar,wasappalledfor

awhileashisthoughtsalarmedhim.Thekingrespondedand

said,‘Belteshazzar,donotletthedreamoritsinterpretation

alarmyou.’Belteshazzarreplied,‘Mylord,ifonlythedream

appliedtothosewhohateyouanditsinterpretationtoyour

adversaries!

20‘Thetreethatyousaw,whichbecamelargeandgrewstrong,

whoseheightreachedtotheskyandwasvisibletoalltheearth

21andwhosefoliagewasbeautifulanditsfruitabundant,and

inwhichwasfoodforall,underwhichthebeastsofthefield

dweltandinwhosebranchesthebirdsoftheskylodged—

22itisyou,Oking;foryouhavebecomegreatandgrown

strong,andyourmajestyhasbecomegreatandreachedtothe

skyandyourdominiontotheendoftheearth.

23‘Inthatthekingsawanangelicwatcher,aholyone,descend-

ingfromheavenandsaying,“Chopdownthetreeanddestroy

it;yetleavethestumpwithitsrootsintheground,butwitha

bandofironandbronzearounditinthenewgrassofthefield,

andlethimbedrenchedwiththedewofheaven,andlethim
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sharewiththebeastsofthefielduntilsevenperiodsoftimepass

overhim,”

24thisistheinterpretation,Oking,andthisisthedecreeofthe

MostHigh,whichhascomeuponmylordtheking:

25thatyoubedrivenawayfrommankindandyourdwelling

placebewiththebeastsofthefield,andyoubegivengrasstoeat

likecattleandbedrenchedwiththedewofheaven;andseven

periodsoftimewillpassoveryou,untilyourecognizethatthe

MostHighisrulerovertherealmofmankindandbestowsiton

whomeverHewishes.

26‘Andinthatitwascommandedtoleavethestumpwiththe

rootsofthetree,yourkingdomwillbeassuredtoyouafteryou

recognizethatitisHeaventhatrules.

27‘Therefore,Oking,maymyadvicebepleasingtoyou:break

awaynowfromyoursinsbydoingrighteousnessandfromyour

iniquitiesbyshowingmercytothepoor,incasetheremaybea

prolongingofyourprosperity.’

28“AllthishappenedtoNebuchadnezzartheking.

29“Twelvemonthslaterhewaswalkingontheroofoftheroyal

palaceofBabylon.

30“Thekingreflectedandsaid,‘IsthisnotBabylonthegreat,

whichImyselfhavebuiltasaroyalresidencebythemightof

mypowerandforthegloryofmymajesty?’

31“Whilethewordwasintheking’smouth,avoicecamefrom

heaven,saying,‘KingNebuchadnezzar,toyouitisdeclared:

sovereigntyhasbeenremovedfromyou,

32andyouwillbedrivenawayfrommankind,andyourdwell-
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ingplacewillbewiththebeastsofthefield.Youwillbegiven

grasstoeatlikecattle,andsevenperiodsoftimewillpassover

youuntilyourecognizethattheMostHighisrulerovertherealm

ofmankindandbestowsitonwhomeverHewishes.’

33“ImmediatelythewordconcerningNebuchadnezzarwas

fulfilled;andhewasdrivenawayfrommankindandbegan

eatinggrasslikecattle,andhisbodywasdrenchedwiththedew

ofheavenuntilhishairhadgrownlikeeagles’feathersandhis

nailslikebirds’claws.

34“Butattheendofthatperiod,I,Nebuchadnezzar,raisedmy

eyestowardheavenandmyreasonreturnedtome,andIblessed

theMostHighandpraisedandhonoredHimwholivesforever;

ForHisdominionisaneverlastingdominion,

AndHiskingdomenduresfromgenerationtogeneration.

35“Alltheinhabitantsoftheearthareaccountedasnothing,

ButHedoesaccordingtoHiswillinthehostofheaven

Andamongtheinhabitantsofearth;

AndnoonecanwardoffHishand

OrsaytoHim,‘WhathaveYoudone?’

36“Atthattimemyreasonreturnedtome.Andmymajestyand

splendorwererestoredtomeforthegloryofmykingdom,and

mycounselorsandmynoblesbeganseekingmeout;soIwas

reestablishedinmysovereignty,andsurpassinggreatnesswas

addedtome.

37“NowI,Nebuchadnezzar,praise,exaltandhonortheKingof

heaven,forallHisworksaretrueandHiswaysjust,andHeis

abletohumblethosewhowalkinpride.”
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Chapter 5

 1Belshazzarthekingheldagreatfeastforathousandof

hisnobles,andhewasdrinkingwineinthepresenceofthe

thousand.

 2WhenBelshazzartastedthewine,hegaveorderstobringthe

goldandsilvervesselswhichNebuchadnezzarhisfatherhad

takenoutofthetemplewhichwasinJerusalem,sothattheking

andhisnobles,hiswivesandhisconcubinesmightdrinkfrom

them.

 3Thentheybroughtthegoldvesselsthathadbeentakenout

ofthetemple,thehouseofGodwhichwasinJerusalem;andthe

kingandhisnobles,hiswivesandhisconcubinesdrankfrom

them.

 4Theydrankthewineandpraisedthegodsofgoldandsilver,

ofbronze,iron,woodandstone.

 5Suddenlythefingersofaman’shandemergedandbegan

writingoppositethelampstandontheplasterofthewallofthe

king’spalace,andthekingsawthebackofthehandthatdidthe

writing.

 6Thentheking’sfacegrewpaleandhisthoughtsalarmed

him,andhishipjointswentslackandhiskneesbeganknocking

together.

 7Thekingcalledaloudtobringintheconjurers,theChaldeans

andthediviners.Thekingspokeandsaidtothewisemenof

Babylon,“Anymanwhocanreadthisinscriptionandexplain

itsinterpretationtomeshallbeclothedwithpurpleandhave
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anecklaceofgoldaroundhisneck,andhaveauthorityasthird

rulerinthekingdom.”

 8Thenalltheking’swisemencamein,buttheycouldnotread

theinscriptionormakeknownitsinterpretationtotheking.

 9ThenKingBelshazzarwasgreatlyalarmed,hisfacegrew

evenpaler,andhisnobleswereperplexed.

10Thequeenenteredthebanquethallbecauseofthewordsof

thekingandhisnobles;thequeenspokeandsaid,“Oking,live

forever!Donotletyourthoughtsalarmyouoryourfacebepale.

11“Thereisamaninyourkingdominwhomisaspiritofthe

holygods;andinthedaysofyourfather,illumination,insightand

wisdomlikethewisdomofthegodswerefoundinhim.AndKing

Nebuchadnezzar,yourfather,yourfathertheking,appointed

himchiefofthemagicians,conjurers,Chaldeansanddiviners.

12“Thiswasbecauseanextraordinaryspirit,knowledgeand

insight,interpretationofdreams,explanationofenigmasand

solvingofdifficultproblemswerefoundinthisDaniel,whom

thekingnamedBelteshazzar.LetDanielnowbesummonedand

hewilldeclaretheinterpretation.”

13ThenDanielwasbroughtinbeforetheking.Thekingspoke

andsaidtoDaniel,“AreyouthatDanielwhoisoneoftheexiles

fromJudah,whommyfatherthekingbroughtfromJudah?

14“NowIhaveheardaboutyouthataspiritofthegodsisin

you,andthatillumination,insightandextraordinarywisdom

havebeenfoundinyou.

15“Justnowthewisemenandtheconjurerswerebroughtin

beforemethattheymightreadthisinscriptionandmakeits
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interpretationknowntome,buttheycouldnotdeclaretheinter-

pretationofthemessage.

16“ButIpersonallyhaveheardaboutyou,thatyouareableto

giveinterpretationsandsolvedifficultproblems.Nowifyouare

abletoreadtheinscriptionandmakeitsinterpretationknownto

me,youwillbeclothedwithpurpleandwearanecklaceofgold

aroundyourneck,andyouwillhaveauthorityasthethirdruler

inthekingdom.”

17ThenDanielansweredandsaidbeforetheking,“Keepyour

giftsforyourselforgiveyourrewardstosomeoneelse;however,

Iwillreadtheinscriptiontothekingandmaketheinterpreta-

tionknowntohim.

18“Oking,theMostHighGodgrantedsovereignty,grandeur,

gloryandmajestytoNebuchadnezzaryourfather.

19“BecauseofthegrandeurwhichHebestowedonhim,allthe

peoples,nationsandmenofeverylanguagefearedandtrembled

beforehim;whomeverhewishedhekilledandwhomeverhe

wishedhesparedalive;andwhomeverhewishedheelevated

andwhomeverhewishedhehumbled.

20“Butwhenhisheartwasliftedupandhisspiritbecameso

proudthathebehavedarrogantly,hewasdeposedfromhis

royalthroneandhisglorywastakenawayfromhim.

21“Hewasalsodrivenawayfrommankind,andhisheartwas

madelikethatofbeasts,andhisdwellingplacewaswiththe

wilddonkeys.Hewasgivengrasstoeatlikecattle,andhisbody

wasdrenchedwiththedewofheavenuntilherecognizedthat
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theMostHighGodisrulerovertherealmofmankindandthat

HesetsoveritwhomeverHewishes.

22“Yetyou,hisson,Belshazzar,havenothumbledyourheart,

eventhoughyouknewallthis,

23butyouhaveexaltedyourselfagainsttheLordofheaven;

andtheyhavebroughtthevesselsofHishousebeforeyou,and

youandyournobles,yourwivesandyourconcubineshave

beendrinkingwinefromthem;andyouhavepraisedthegods

ofsilverandgold,ofbronze,iron,woodandstone,whichdonot

see,hearorunderstand.ButtheGodinwhosehandareyour

life-breathandyourways,youhavenotglorified.

24“ThenthehandwassentfromHimandthisinscriptionwas

writtenout.

25“Nowthisistheinscriptionthatwaswrittenout:‘MENĒ ,

MENĒ ,TEKĒ L,UPHARSIN.’

26“Thisistheinterpretationofthemessage:‘MENĒ ’—Godhas

numberedyourkingdomandputanendtoit.

27“‘TEKĒ L’—youhavebeenweighedonthescalesandfound

deficient.

28“‘PERĒ S’—yourkingdomhasbeendividedandgiven

overtotheMedesandPersians.”

29ThenBelshazzargaveorders,andtheyclothedDanielwith

purpleandputanecklaceofgoldaroundhisneck,andissueda

proclamationconcerninghimthathenowhadauthorityasthe

thirdrulerinthekingdom.

30ThatsamenightBelshazzartheChaldeankingwasslain.
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31SoDariustheMedereceivedthekingdomatabouttheageof

sixty-two.

Chapter 6

 1ItseemedgoodtoDariustoappoint120satrapsoverthe

kingdom,thattheywouldbeinchargeofthewholekingdom,

 2andoverthemthreecommissioners(ofwhomDanielwas

one),thatthesesatrapsmightbeaccountabletothem,andthat

thekingmightnotsufferloss.

 3ThenthisDanielbegandistinguishinghimselfamongthe

commissionersandsatrapsbecausehepossessedanextra-

ordinaryspirit,andthekingplannedtoappointhimoverthe

entirekingdom.

 4Thenthecommissionersandsatrapsbegantryingtofinda

groundofaccusationagainstDanielinregardtogovernment

affairs;buttheycouldfindnogroundofaccusationorevidence

ofcorruption,inasmuchashewasfaithful,andnonegligenceor

corruptionwastobefoundinhim.

 5Thenthesemensaid,“Wewillnotfindanygroundofaccusa-

tionagainstthisDanielunlesswefinditagainsthimwithregard

tothelawofhisGod.”

 6Thenthesecommissionersandsatrapscamebyagreementto

thekingandspoketohimasfollows:“KingDarius,liveforever!

 7“Allthecommissionersofthekingdom,theprefectsandthe

satraps,thehighofficialsandthegovernorshaveconsulted

togetherthatthekingshouldestablishastatuteandenforcean
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injunctionthatanyonewhomakesapetitiontoanygodorman

besidesyou,Oking,forthirtydays,shallbecastintothelions’

den.

 8“Now,Oking,establishtheinjunctionandsignthedocument

sothatitmaynotbechanged,accordingtothelawoftheMedes

andPersians,whichmaynotberevoked.”

 9ThereforeKingDariussignedthedocument,thatis,the

injunction.

10NowwhenDanielknewthatthedocumentwassigned,he

enteredhishouse(nowinhisroofchamberhehadwindows

opentowardJerusalem);andhecontinuedkneelingonhisknees

threetimesaday,prayingandgivingthanksbeforehisGod,as

hehadbeendoingpreviously.

11ThenthesemencamebyagreementandfoundDaniel

makingpetitionandsupplicationbeforehisGod.

12Thentheyapproachedandspokebeforethekingaboutthe

king’sinjunction,“Didyounotsignaninjunctionthatanyman

whomakesapetitiontoanygodormanbesidesyou,Oking,for

thirtydays,istobecastintothelions’den?”Thekingreplied,

“Thestatementistrue,accordingtothelawoftheMedesand

Persians,whichmaynotberevoked.”

13Thentheyansweredandspokebeforetheking,“Daniel,who

isoneoftheexilesfromJudah,paysnoattentiontoyou,Oking,

ortotheinjunctionwhichyousigned,butkeepsmakinghis

petitionthreetimesaday.”

14Then,assoonasthekingheardthisstatement,hewasdeeply
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distressedandsethismindondeliveringDaniel;andevenuntil

sunsethekeptexertinghimselftorescuehim.

15Thenthesemencamebyagreementtothekingandsaidto

theking,“Recognize,Oking,thatitisalawoftheMedesand

Persiansthatnoinjunctionorstatutewhichthekingestablishes

maybechanged.”

16Thenthekinggaveorders,andDanielwasbroughtinand

castintothelions’den.ThekingspokeandsaidtoDaniel,“Your

GodwhomyouconstantlyservewillHimselfdeliveryou.”

17Astonewasbroughtandlaidoverthemouthoftheden;and

thekingsealeditwithhisownsignetringandwiththesignet

ringsofhisnobles,sothatnothingwouldbechangedinregard

toDaniel.

18Thenthekingwentofftohispalaceandspentthenightfast-

ing,andnoentertainmentwasbroughtbeforehim;andhissleep

fledfromhim.

19Thenthekingaroseatdawn,atthebreakofday,andwentin

hastetothelions’den.

20WhenhehadcomenearthedentoDaniel,hecriedoutwith

atroubledvoice.ThekingspokeandsaidtoDaniel,“Daniel,

servantofthelivingGod,hasyourGod,whomyouconstantly

serve,beenabletodeliveryoufromthelions?”

21ThenDanielspoketotheking,“Oking,liveforever!

22“MyGodsentHisangelandshutthelions’mouthsandthey

havenotharmedme,inasmuchasIwasfoundinnocentbefore

Him;andalsotowardyou,Oking,Ihavecommittednocrime.”

23ThenthekingwasverypleasedandgaveordersforDaniel
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tobetakenupoutoftheden.SoDanielwastakenupoutofthe

denandnoinjurywhateverwasfoundonhim,becausehehad

trustedinhisGod.

24Thekingthengaveorders,andtheybroughtthosemen

whohadmaliciouslyaccusedDaniel,andtheycastthem,their

childrenandtheirwivesintothelions’den;andtheyhadnot

reachedthebottomofthedenbeforethelionsoverpowered

themandcrushedalltheirbones.

25ThenDariusthekingwrotetoallthepeoples,nationsand

menofeverylanguagewhowerelivinginalltheland:“May

yourpeaceabound!

26“Imakeadecreethatinallthedominionofmykingdom

menaretofearandtremblebeforetheGodofDaniel;

ForHeisthelivingGodandenduringforever,

AndHiskingdomisonewhichwillnotbedestroyed,

AndHisdominionwillbeforever.

27“Hedeliversandrescuesandperformssignsandwonders

Inheavenandonearth,

WhohasalsodeliveredDanielfromthepowerofthelions.”

28SothisDanielenjoyedsuccessinthereignofDariusand

inthereignofCyrusthePersian.
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