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The Word of the LORD Came to Ezekiel

Have you wondered, how long will it be before the people spoken of in Ezekiel
38 come against Israel? Whether the prophecies in Ezekiel come to pass soon
or not, as God tells us through Amos His prophet, “The Lord GoOD does
nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets”
(Amos 3:7). Surely you want to know for yourself what is going to happen.

Ezekiel opens in a most dramatic way. For Ezekiel and for us. One that will take
some very close observation. You can relax and trust the Spirit of God to reveal
His truths precept upon precept. Remember, when you open God’s book, it’s
always good to talk to Him and ask Him by His Spirit to open the eyes of your
understanding. He’s the author and His Son prayed that you would be
sanctified—set apart, made holy—through His truth, His Word (John 17:14-17).

1. Observe Ezekiel 1. The Observation Worksheet is in the Appendix of this workbook.

a. As youread the text, give special attention to the indicators of time as this
is strategic in the layout of the book. Mark the following, each in a
distinctive color or way:

An asterisk [*] denotes words used frequently in the Bible that have a
suggested marking on the back cover of your workbook.

1) references to Ezekiel, including synonyms and pronouns, so that you
can quickly find all the references when you look for them.
2) references to time*

3) geographical references.* As you do this, make sure you mark references
to the expanse.

4) the word of the LORD came

5) living beings—You will encounter these again in Ezekiel. Because
there are so many references to them in this chapter, you may want to
give them a distinctive color. It will make the text easier to read.
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6) references to the figure with the appearance of a man, including
pronouns, beginning with verse 26.

7) the glory of the LORD. Some of us put a purple cloud around it and
color it yellow.

b. You will find it helpful to make a Key Word Bookmark. You can use the
one on the back cover of your workbook. List the words above and mark
them as you did on your Observation Worksheet. This will help you
observe Ezekiel.

c. Now summarize each paragraph below or in the margin of your Observation
Worksheet. A bold verse number denotes the beginning of a paragraph.

1) 1:1-3

2) 1:4-14

3) 1:15-21

4) 1:22-25

5) 1:26-28

d. Where was Ezekiel? Check the location on the map in the Appendix “Israel
and the Nations.”

2. Now let’s look again at chapter 1.

a. First, we want to get a good understanding of Ezekiel’s vision.

1) Looking at each marking for the living beings, on the next page list
what the text tells you about them.

© 2021 Precept
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2) What does the text tell you about the figure with the appearance of a man?

3) What do you learn from marking the “the glory of the LORD” (1:28)?

© 2021 Precept 3
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b. Now, let’s deal with the reference to time in Ezekiel 1:1-2. Look at “The
Rulers and Prophets of Ezekiel” in the Appendix. When is the fifth year of
Jehoiachin’s exile? Remember B.C. years decrease.

. What do you think Ezekiel 1 is about? What’s the theme—main event?
Record it under chapter 1 on the “Ezekiel at a Glance” chart that you will find in
the Appendix.

Observe Ezekiel 2:1-3:11.

a. As you do, there are several words you need to add to your Key Word
Bookmark:

1) Spirit* (when it refers to God’s Spirit)

2) rebellious, rebelled. If you are at a loss as to how to mark this, why not
a blue arrow going down? Blue for Israel!

3) listen.* For not listen put a slash through it.
4) lamentations

5) woe. You could mark it in red like this C} and color it brown.

b. Having done your observations, what would you say the main event of
chapter 2 is? Record it on the “Ezekiel at a Glance” chart.

c. Now summarize each paragraph below or in the margin of your
Observation Worksheet.

1) 2:1-7
2) 2:8-10
3) 3:1-3

4) 3:4-11

© 2021 Precept
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5. What is the connection between chapters 2 and 3? Explain your answer.

6. Finish your observations on Ezekiel 3.
a. Asyou do, mark and add to your bookmark

1) wicked(ness)
2) sin, * iniquity
3) die*

4) righteous*

b. Record the themes of the paragraphs for Ezekiel chapter 3:12-27 on your
Observation Worksheet or below. Then record the theme of chapter 3 on
the “Ezekiel at a Glance” chart.

1) 3:12-15

2) 3:16-21

3) 3:22-27

7. Summarize what you learned about Ezekiel’s responsibilities as a watchman.

© 2021 Precept 5



IN
Out

Ezekiel Part 1

Lesson 1, Chapters 1-3

LIVING Finally, reflect on Ezekiel’s commission.

ITOUT ,

Basically what is God telling Ezekiel? List the main points you observed.

2. Ezekiel means “God strengthens.”! How does this fit with the assurance God
gives Ezekiel in 3:8-9 in light of the descriptions of the people he’s
ministering to: stubborn and obstinate (Ezekiel 2:4, literally, “stiff-faced and
hard-hearted” ?; Ezekiel 3:7, literally, “of a hard forehead and a stiff heart”™).

3. Now think—what if it were you? Aren’t we as followers of Jesus Christ to
speak to people? Read 2 Timothy 4:1-5. List what you are to do according to
these verses.

4. How faithful are you to share God’s truth with others?

Well, Beloved, we are on our way. Yes, Ezekiel is a heavy book, and yet it was put
by God into His holy book; therefore, we are to study it, know it, and live
accordingly. If you will be faithful and persevere, you will gain so much
understanding of the times in which we live and what is on the horizon that leads
to the dawn of the coming of our Lord. We are praying for you and greatly rejoice
over you. Thank you.

! Robert L. Thomas, New American Standard Hebrew-Aramaic and Greek Dictionaries: Updated Edition
(Anaheim: Foundation Publications, Inc., 1998). H3168.

2 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update, marginal note (Ezek 2:4) (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).

3 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update, marginal note (Ezek 3:7) (LaHabra, CA: The Lockman
Foundation, 1995).

6 © 2021 Precept
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EZEKIEL 1

Observation Worksheet

Ezekiel Part 1

Ezekiel 1

NOW it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the

10

11

fourth month, while I was by the river Chebar among the exiles,
the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.

(On the fifth of the month in the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s
exile,

the word of the LORD came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, son of
Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and there
the hand of the LORD came upon him.)

As I looked, behold, a storm wind was coming from the north, a
great cloud with fire flashing forth continually and a bright light
around it, and in its midst something like glowing metal in the
midst of the fire.

Within it there were figures resembling four living beings. And
this was their appearance: they had human form.

Each of them had four faces and four wings.

Their legs were straight and their feet were like a calf’s hoof, and
they gleamed like burnished bronze.

Under their wings on their four sides were human hands. As for the
faces and wings of the four of them,

their wings touched one another; their faces did not turn when they
moved, each went straight forward.

As for the form of their faces, each had the face of a man; all four
had the face of a lion on the right and the face of a bull on the left,
and all four had the face of an eagle.

Such were their faces. Their wings were spread out above; each

had two touching another being, and two covering their bodies.

© 2021 Precept
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And each went straight forward; wherever the spirit was about to
go, they would go, without turning as they went.

In the midst of the living beings there was something that looked
like burning coals of fire, like torches darting back and forth
among the living beings. The fire was bright, and lightning was
flashing from the fire.

And the living beings ran to and fro like bolts of lightning.

Now as I looked at the living beings, behold, there was one wheel
on the earth beside the living beings, for each of the four of them.
The appearance of the wheels and their workmanship was like
sparkling beryl, and all four of them had the same form, their
appearance and workmanship being as if one wheel were within
another.

Whenever they moved, they moved in any of their four directions
without turning as they moved.

As for their rims they were lofty and awesome, and the rims of all
four of them were full of eyes round about.

Whenever the living beings moved, the wheels moved with them.
And whenever the living beings rose from the earth, the wheels
rose also.

Wherever the spirit was about to go, they would go in that
direction. And the wheels rose close beside them; for the spirit of
the living beings was in the wheels.

Whenever those went, these went; and whenever those stood still,
these stood still. And whenever those rose from the earth, the
wheels rose close beside them; for the spirit of the living beings
was in the wheels.

Now over the heads of the living beings there was something like
an expanse, like the awesome gleam of crystal, spread out over
their heads.

Ezekiel Part 1

Ezekiel 1

© 2021 Precept
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Under the expanse their wings were stretched out straight, one
toward the other; each one also had two wings covering its body on
the one side and on the other.

I also heard the sound of their wings like the sound of abundant
waters as they went, like the voice of the Almighty, a sound of
tumult like the sound of an army camp; whenever they stood still,
they dropped their wings.

And there came a voice from above the expanse that was over their
heads; whenever they stood still, they dropped their wings.

Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was
something resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and
on that which resembled a throne, high up, was a figure with the
appearance of a man.

Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward
something like glowing metal that looked like fire all around
within it, and from the appearance of His loins and downward I
saw something like fire; and there was a radiance around Him.

As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so
was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I

saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.

© 2021 Precept
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Chapter Theme

EZEKIEL 2

Observation Worksheet

Ezekiel Part 1

Ezekiel 2

THEN He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet that I may

10

speak with you!”

As He spoke to me the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet;
and I heard Him speaking to me.

Then He said to me, “Son of man, I am sending you to the sons of
Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against Me; they
and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day.

“I am sending you to them who are stubborn and obstinate
children, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GoD.’

“As for them, whether they listen or not—for they are a rebellious
house—they will know that a prophet has been among them.

“And you, son of man, neither fear them nor fear their words,
though thistles and thorns are with you and you sit on scorpions;
neither fear their words nor be dismayed at their presence, for they
are a rebellious house.

“But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not,
for they are rebellious.

“Now you, son of man, listen to what I am speaking to you; do not
be rebellious like that rebellious house. Open your mouth and eat
what [ am giving you.”

Then I looked, and behold, a hand was extended to me; and lo, a
scroll was 1n it.

When He spread it out before me, it was written on the front and

back, and written on it were lamentations, mourning and woe.

© 2021 Precept

85



86

© 2021 Precept



IN
Out

Chapter Theme

EZEKIEL 3

Observation Worksheet

Ezekiel Part 1

Ezekiel 3

THEN He said to me, “Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll,

10

11

and go, speak to the house of Israel.”

So I opened my mouth, and He fed me this scroll.

He said to me, “Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your body
with this scroll which I am giving you.” Then I ate it, and it was
sweet as honey in my mouth.

Then He said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and
speak with My words to them.

“For you are not being sent to a people of unintelligible speech or
difficult language, but to the house of Israel,

nor to many peoples of unintelligible speech or difficult language,
whose words you cannot understand. But I have sent you to them
who should listen to you;

yet the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, since
they are not willing to listen to Me. Surely the whole house of
Israel is stubborn and obstinate.

“Behold, I have made your face as hard as their faces and your
forehead as hard as their foreheads.

“Like emery harder than flint I have made your forehead. Do not
be afraid of them or be dismayed before them, though they are a
rebellious house.”

Moreover, He said to me, “Son of man, take into your heart all My
words which I will speak to you and listen closely.

“Go to the exiles, to the sons of your people, and speak to them
and tell them, whether they listen or not, ‘Thus says the Lord
Gobp.””

© 2021 Precept
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Then the Spirit lifted me up, and I heard a great rumbling sound
behind me, “Blessed be the glory of the LORD in His place.”

And 1 heard the sound of the wings of the living beings touching
one another and the sound of the wheels beside them, even a great
rumbling sound.

So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away; and I went embittered
in the rage of my spirit, and the hand of the LORD was strong on
me.

Then I came to the exiles who lived beside the river Chebar at Tel-
abib, and I sat there seven days where they were living, causing
consternation among them.

At the end of seven days the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
“Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of
Israel; whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from
Me.

“When I say to the wicked, ‘You will surely die,” and you do not
warn him or speak out to warn the wicked from his wicked way
that he may live, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand.

“Yet if you have warned the wicked and he does not turn from his
wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity;
but you have delivered yourself.

“Again, when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness
and commits iniquity, and I place an obstacle before him, he will
die; since you have not warned him, he shall die in his sin, and his
righteous deeds which he has done shall not be remembered; but
his blood I will require at your hand.

“However, if you have warned the righteous man that the righteous
should not sin and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he
took warning; and you have delivered yourself.”

The hand of the LORD was on me there, and He said to me, “Get

up, go out to the plain, and there I will speak to you.”

Ezekiel Part 1

Ezekiel 3
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So I got up and went out to the plain; and behold, the glory of the
LorD was standing there, like the glory which I saw by the river
Chebar, and I fell on my face.

The Spirit then entered me and made me stand on my feet, and He
spoke with me and said to me, “Go, shut yourself up in your house.
“As for you, son of man, they will put ropes on you and bind you
with them so that you cannot go out among them.

“Moreover, I will make your tongue stick to the roof of your
mouth so that you will be mute and cannot be a man who rebukes
them, for they are a rebellious house.

“But when I speak to you, I will open your mouth and you will say
to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GoD.” He who hears, let him hear;

and he who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house.

© 2021 Precept
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