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LESSON ONE
| Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

The following located in the Appendix:
“General Information About Spiritual Gifts”
Observation Worksheet of 1 Peter 4:10-11
Observation Worksheet of Ephesians 4:1-16
“Spiritual Gifts as Listed in Scripture”

Word studies

Cross-references

We can be grateful to the Lord for those who have provided Christian
literature for the body of Jesus Christ on the subject of spiritual gifts. Yet with
all the literature available, how many of us can speak with confidence and
authority on the subject? As you read, you will find varied teachings on these
gifts. These variations include their number, their operation within the body of
Christ, and even their definitions.

If we read any two of these authors and they vary in their teaching on the
gifts, how can we know which interpretation is correct?

O Beloved, we will never be sure of what is true until we know truth for
ourselves. God’s Word is truth. Jesus’ prayer was, “Sanctify them in the
truth; your word is truth” (John 17:17).

Our approach to this subject of spiritual gifts will be to search out what the
Word of God says; then we will compare what we have seen with the insights
of other men of God. Having searched out truth for ourselves, we will be better
qualified to evaluate what we read or hear from others; and above all, we will
be able to walk in the light we have received from the Spirit of God through
the truth of God’s Word.

So, let us begin ... with the Word. Observation is the key that unlocks the
door to correct interpretation of Scripture. Be diligent this week to lay a
strong foundation through observation of these passages on spiritual gifts. It
will make all the difference to a biblical understanding of the gifts.
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1.

Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

Always begin your study with prayer asking God to reveal truth to you so you
can live in a way that pleases Him.

We’ll begin our study with one of the New Testament passages about spiritual
gifts. But first, a little setting for the passage. Peter was one of the twelve
apostles chosen by the Lord Jesus Christ to be with Him during His earthly
ministry. Peter wrote two letters that are part of the Bible. We’re going to
observe part of his first letter to believers.

In the Appendix you’ll find a 1 Peter 4:10-11 Observation Worksheet. Read it
and mark gift with a box. Also mark God. On the back of your workbook
you’ll find a Key Word Bookmark with suggestions for marking words used
frequently in the Bible. The suggested marking for God is listed there.

Now let’s answer some key questions.

a. Who receives the gifts?

b. How are they to be exercised?

c. What are the two categories of gifts?

d. What instructions does Peter give concerning the gifts?

e. Why are the gifts given?

© 2023 Precept
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Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

4. There is a chart in the Appendix entitled “General Information About Spiritual
Gifts” that we’ll use for each of the passages we study. So when you finish this
whole Precept Upon Precept course, you’ll have a page with all of this
information about gifts.

Record the Scripture reference in the first column (Ref.). Then fill in what you
observe about gifts under the appropriate heading on the chart. Don’t be
concerned if there is not something for each header.

5. Using your Greek word study tools, look up the definition of “gift” in verse 10
and record it below.

For assistance in doing a word study, read the chapter entitled “It’s All Greek
to Me!” and “How to Use Word Study Tools” in How fo Study Your Bible.

6. What do you learn from these verses that applies to you?

a. In evaluating your spiritual gift(s), are you drawn more to minister by
speaking or serving in the Church?

b. How are you serving other believers?

c. Are you being a good steward of God’s grace by using your gift?

d. What effect will serving according to God’s strength have on “burnout”?
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Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

7. Finally, you can read what commentaries say about these two verses.

Now talk to the Father about what you've learned today. Thank Him for His
Word—this, Beloved, is the truth. Truth that sanctifies you—sets you apart, makes
you more like Jesus, and keeps you from the evil one (John 17:14-18). And we are
Jjust beginning!

1. Don’t forget to begin today in prayer asking God to help you understand what
He wrote for you.

2. For the rest of this week, our focus will be on another passage about spiritual
gifts, Ephesians 4:1-16.

Ephesians 4 begins a new segment in this letter. In the first three chapters of
Ephesians Paul explains what believers have in Christ—in essence, the spiritual
wealth of a Christian. In Ephesians 4-6 he then discusses the walk of the
Christian, our walk in light of our wealth. If you observe Ephesians 4-6, you
will see that walk is a key repeated word in this segment of the book.

Ephesians 4:1-16 is printed in the Appendix as an Observation Worksheet.
a. Using this worksheet, read these verses and do the following:

1) Mark love.*
2) Mark Spirit.*

3) Draw a stick figure over the word body and its pronoun.

*Words with suggested markings on the Key Word Bookmark are noted
with an asterisk [*].

b. Read the worksheet again and mark the following words:

1) Putalarge 1 over the words one and unity.
2) Mark grace.*
3) Put a box around gift, gifis.

3. Now read this text one more time and number on your Observation Worksheet
the gifts or gifted men listed in verse 11.

© 2023 Precept



PRECEPT
UPON
PRECEPT

© 2023 Precept

Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

4. Note how Paul integrated spiritual gifts with this context. How does his
teaching on gifts relate to what he said at the beginning of the chapter?

5. According to this passage:

a. Who gives the gifts?

b. When were gifts first given?

c. Who receives the gifts?

d. What is the purpose of these gifts?

6. According to 1 Peter 4:11:

a. Which category of gifts do the ones in Ephesians 4:11 fit into?

b. What or how are the speakers to speak?

7. Finally, to end today, let’s add to the chart “General Information About Spiritual
Gifts.” Draw a line under the information you wrote from 1 Peter 4:10-11.
Below the line add to the chart from Ephesians 4:1-16.

Think of what you have learned for yourself—of what you know that you know
because of the time and careful attention you've given to the words of Almighty
God—the Sovereign Ruler of the universe.
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Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

DAY 1. Afterprayer, read 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16 to refresh your memory
THREE of what you’ve observed about spiritual gifts from these two passages.

2. Today we begin a second chart to help us understand spiritual gifts better.
This chart titled “Spiritual Gifts as Listed in Scripture” is also in the Appendix.
Simply list the gifts you’ve identified in the column for Ephesians 4:11. This
might not seem beneficial at this point, but it will as we continue our study.

3. Now, look up the definitions of the following words in Ephesians 4:7-11.

a. gifts, verse 8 (This is a different Greek word from the one in 1 Peter 4:10.)

b. apostle

c. prophet

6 © 2023 Precept
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Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

d. evangelist

e. shepherd

f. teacher

4. Review: when men with these gifts are speaking God’s Word, what results
does that have for the church?

© 2023 Precept 7



PRECEPT

UPON
& PRECEPT
Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

DAY 1. Ephesians 4:8 tells us that when Jesus ascended, He gave gifts to men. Let’s
FOUR begin today by looking at when Jesus ascended. Read Acts 1:1-2, 9.

2. Now read Acts 2:1-4, 14-42.

a. What speaking gifts from Ephesians 4 do you see in these passages?

b. What were the results of God’s word being spoken?

Our cross-references will all be in Acts 2-28 or one of the New Testament letters
since spiritual gifis were given after Jesus’ascension in Acts 1.

3. The first gift or gifted men in Ephesians is “apostle.” So let’s look at some
cross-references about apostles. Read the following and note what you learn
about this gift. Who had the gift, and what did they do with it? How did they
use it?

a. Acts 4:33

b. Acts 13:1-5 and 14:14-15

c. Romans 1:1 and 16:7

I © 2023 Precept
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Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

d. 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2:1-6

e. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15

4. We’re going to study the spiritual gift of prophecy in the next lesson, so we’ll
move on to “evangelist.” Read the cross-references and note what is said
about this gift. Who had the gift, and what did he do?

a. Acts 8:5,12,26-40

b. Acts21:8

c. 2 Timothy 4:5 (Paul wrote this to Timothy.)

5. Our last gift to look at today is “shepherd.” Look at how this gift is listed
compared to the others in Ephesians 4:11. Some think that this gift is the
combination of shepherd and teacher, but others think they are two separate gifts.
What do you think?
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Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

6. Now read these cross-references to see what they say about shepherds and
note what you learn. (We’ll study “teacher “more later.)

a. Acts 20:17-28

b. 1 Peter 5:1-4

DAY |- Now for some thinking questions about everything you’ve studied this week.
FIVE How might the spiritual gifts in Ephesians 4:11 be exercised today?

a. What did you learn that apostles do, and how do you see that happening
now?

b. What do evangelists do? Who are they drawn to—believers or
unbelievers? How do you see this gift working today?

c. How do you see your pastor working? How can you better support him?

10 © 2023 Precept
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Lesson 1, 1 Peter 4:10-11 and Ephesians 4:1-16

2. Do you think you have any of the speaking gifts listed in Ephesians 4? Why?
A couple of questions you might ask in evaluating which spiritual gifts you
have are:

a. Are you drawn to a particular gift?

b. As you serve the body, do other believers recognize a particular spiritual
gift in you and comment to you about it?

As we study the rest of the gifts, keep these questions in mind to help you evaluate
which God has given you.

3. Finally, if you have access to a commentary or two, see what they say about
Ephesians 4:1-16. You might want to record any helpful insights.

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another...” (I Peter 4:10). “And he
gave ...until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of

God, to a mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”
(Ephesians 4:11, 13).

© 2023 Precept 11
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1 Peter 4:10-11

1 PETER 4:10-11

Observation Worksheet

10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace:

11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as
one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

© 2023 Precept 65
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EPHESIANS 4:1-16

Observation Worksheet

| therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of

10

11

12

the calling to which you have been called,

with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love,

eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one
hope that belongs to your call—

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of
Christ’s gift.

Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,

and he gave gifts to men.”

(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower regions, the earth?

He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the
heavens, that he might fill all things.)

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
and teachers,

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ,

© 2023 Precept
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Ephesians 4:1-16

67



PRECEPT

P

UPON
RECEPT

68

13

14

15

16

Spiritual Gifts

Ephesians 4:1-16

until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ,

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by
craftiness in deceitful schemes.

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into
him who is the head, into Christ,

from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes

the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

© 2023 Precept
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General Information About Spiritual Gifts
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